
Agreements  from  the  First  “Encuentro  of  the  Americas:  Resisting 
Militarization and Promoting a Culture of Peace”.

Representatives  of  diverse  social  organizations  of  the 
Americas,  from  19  countries  of  our  continent,  met  in 
Sanare  Venezuela  between  June  21  and  25  2010,  and 
agreed to the following: 

1. We express our solidarity with the people of Honduras 
through a document drafted at the Encuentro and made 
public,  that  reflects  our  position  and  support  for  the 
Resistance. In addition, we call for actions in each of our 
countries  in  support  of  the  Resistance  movement  in 
Honduras.

2. We support the vigil  organized by SOA WATCH in Georgia each November, and 
propose the organization of simultaneous vigils between November 19-21 2010 in front 
of foreign military bases in Colombia and Honduras, at ILEA in El Salvador, in front of 
U.S. embassies, as well as other identified locations in each of our countries.

3. We call for the promotion of coalitions of organizations in our countries to support the 
re-launching of the Continental  Campaign against Foreign Military Bases, beginning 
with the Social Forum of the Americas that will take place in Paraguay from August 11 
to 15, 2010, as well as the promotion of popular consultations against the bases.

4. We call upon SOAW to participate at the Social Forum of the Americas in Paraguay, 
in panels and in other spaces of participation in order to promote these agreements. 

5.  We call  for  actions  in  our  countries  in  support  of  the  Resistance  in  Colombia, 
focused  on  the  struggle  against  the  foreign  military  bases  in  that  country,  and 
encourage the participation of SOAW in the women’s march against the foreign military 
base in Palanquero, Colombia on August 23, 2010.

6.  We  suggest  that  participation  of  activists  from  Honduras,  Colombia,  Haití  and 
México at the 2010 SOAW vigil in Georgia be facilitated. 

7.  We suggest  that  the  2010  SOAW  vigil  in  Georgia  emphasize  the  situations  in 
Honduras, Colombia and México, in the workshops and focus of the event. 

8. We call for joint actions in support of the Resistance in Haiti, in conjunction with the 
vigil against militarization in Haiti that will take place on January 12, 2011.

9.  We  agree  to  organize  a  media  workgroup  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of 
communication networks suggested by this Encuentro.

10.   We call for the promotion of “encuentros” in our countries to promote the culture of 
peace and to promote awareness of the danger that U.S. militarization poses for our 
continent.
.  



The following people participated in the Encuentro:

ARGENTINA - Rina Bertaccinni
Movimiento por la Paz, la Soberanía y la Solidaridad entre los Pueblos
Mopassol

ARGENTINA – Gabriela Uassouf
SOAW Latin America office Summer intern, Encuentro Planning team

BOLIVIA - Zulema Callejas
Instituto de Terapia e Investigación sobre las secuelas de la Tortura y Violencia
Estatal"

COLOMBIA - Pablo Cala
Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz

COLOMBIA - Eduardo Carreño
Colectivo de Abogados "José Alvear Restrepo"

COLOMBIA - Enrique Daza
Alianza Social Continental
Red Colombiana de Acción frente al Libre Comercio

COSTA RICA - Gerardo Brenes Montoya
Centro de Amigos por la Paz

CHILE - Alicia Lira Matus
Observadores por el Cierre de la Escuela de las Américas

CHILE - Pablo Ruiz
Journalist. SOAW Latin America Communications Coordinator

ECUADOR - Luis Ángel Saavedra
INREDH Fundación Regional de Asesoría en Derechos Humanos

EL SALVADOR - Cristy Ayala
Centro de Intercambio y Solidaridad - CIS

GUATEMALA - Wendy Méndez
Colectivo HIJOS

HAITI - Jerome Paul Eddy Lacoste
Director del Departamento de Ciencias
Sociales de la Universidad de Ciencias
Humanas

HONDURAS - Ninoska Benítez
Comité de Familiares Detenidos y Desaparecidos en Honduras COFADEH

HONDURAS – Alejandro Ramirez
SOAW Latin America Office Summer intern

HONDURAS - Jimena Paz
SOAW Latin America Office Summer intern



REPUBLICA DOMINICANA - Rev. Julio Acosta
Sacerdote Diocesano

MÉXICO - David Barrios
Observatorio Latinoamericano de Geopolítica de la UNAM.

NICARAGUA - William Rodríguez
Movimiento Social Nicaragüense "Otro Mundo... es Posible"

PARAGUAY- Vidal Acevedo
Servicio Paz y Justicia-Paraguay (Serpaj-Paraguay)

PERÚ- Guillermo Burneo
Mesa por la Paz, la Desmilitarización y Solidaridad con los Pueblos

URUGUAY - Efraín Olivera Lerena
Servicio Paz y Justicia en América Latina (Serpaj-AL)

VENEZUELA - Eugenia Jenny Russián Soleé
Fundación Latinoamericana Por Los Derechos Humanos y El Desarrollo Social
(FUNDALATIN)

VENEZUELA - Lisa Sullivan
Latin America Coordinator SOAW

VENEZUELA – Maia Rodriguez
SOAW Latin America Office summer intern

CANADA - Juan Diego Castro
SOAW activist, Ontario, Canada

UNITED STATES - Roy Bourgeois, M. M.,
Maryknoll priest.
Founder of SOA Watch.

UNITED STATES - Mary Anne Perrone
Encuentro Planning Team

UNITED STATES - Laura Slattery
Encuentro Planning team/SOAW Activist, Oakland, CA

UNITED STATES - Robert Nixon
Encuentro Planning team/SOAW Activist, Oakland, CA

UNITED STATES - Mara Bard
Encuentro Planning team/SOAW Activist, Long Island, NY

UNITED STATES - Theresa Cameranesi
SOAW Council, San Francisco, CA

UNITED STATES - John Lindsay-Poland
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). Oakland, CA



UNITED STATES - Kent Spriggs
SOAW activist, Florida

UNITED STATES - Dale Sorensen
Director Marin Task Force on the Americas, Marin Co, CA

UNITED STATES - Kate Speltz
SOAW activist, Seattle, WA

UNITED STATES - Patrick Sudlow
SOAW activist, San Francisco, CA

UNITED STATES - William Whitney
Activista SOAW, Maine

UNITED STATES - Cheryl Ann Irving
SOAW activist, Ohio

UNITED STATES - Colleen Kattau
SOAW activist, New York

UNITED STATES - Chris Knestrick
Christian Peacemaking Teams

UNITED STATES - Erin Cox
8th Day Center, Chicago, IL.

UNITED STATES - Enzo Bard
SOAW actvist, Long Island, NY

UNITED STATES – Rose Espinola
SOAW Latin America Office summer intern

UNITED STATES – Joe Hiller
SOAW Latin America Office summer intern


