April 4-11, 2011 - Flood DC with Justice

Hold Obama Accountable!
Converge on Washington
¡Sí, Se Puede! Join us as we take our Resistance to the SOA
& Militarization to the Heart of the Empire: Washington, DC.
Engage in
nonviolent
direct action
at the White
House, join
us for a

week-long fast to close the SOA,
street theater, lobbying and
for an education and strategy
conference to build a stronger
movement to end U.S. militarism and the militarization of
Latin America.

The closing of the SOA and
positive change in U.S. foreign
policy depends on our ability to
generate grassroots pressure. It
is up to us to take our demands
to the halls of Congress and
other places where military and
foreign policy decisions are
made. It is up to us
to create a culture
Continued on Page 5

¡Alto a la militarización!

Entrevista con Rina Bertaccini
por Pablo Ruiz, SOA Watch Oficina América Latina - www.SOAWLatina.org

Aumento de las bases militares en América Latina, reactivación de la
Cuarta Flota de la Marina de los EEUU, más de 1000 soldados latinoamericanos a la Escuela de las Américas cada año, son parte del
fenómeno de militarización creciente que vive nuestro continente.
Conversamos con Rina Bertacini -presidenta del Movimiento
por la Paz, la Soberanía y la
Solidaridad entre los Pueblos
(Mopassol) de Argentina y
vicepresidenta del Consejo Mundial por la Paz- sobre el nuevo
escenario que se vive en nuestro

continente, donde, por un lado,
aumentan los gobiernos de corte
progresista y que, por otro lado,
aumenta la presencia militar de
Estados Unidos en la región.
A tu juicio, ¿Qué efectos negativos ha tenido la presencia

de EE.UU. en América
latina?
En realidad Estados Unidos
ha sido el efecto negativo, no
por Estados Unidos. Estamos
hablando de la política del
gobierno de los Estados Unidos
Continuado en Página 10

M.E.Ch.A. and SOA Watch:

Watch How We Build
by Stephania Shanks

The National Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@
de Aztlan (M.E.Ch.A.), a national student movement that promotes higher education, culture,
and history endorsed the SOA Watch campaign.
MEChA was founded on the principles of self-determination, justice,
and liberation for our people; therefore making a commitment to
organize our communities around the closing of the School of the
Americas and changing oppressive foreign policy was an easy decision. During the 2010 National MEChA
conference in Seattle, WA, Oregon
State University along with The
Evergreen State College and
community defense organizer,
Simón Sedillo, proposed the
Continued on Page 12
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Keep On, Keepin’ On
In the lead-up to the 2008 presidential elections, we printed a map of
U.S. interventions in Latin America
over the past decades. The purpose
back then was to make the point
that we needed to mobilize regardless of who wins the election, by
illustrating some historical evidence
in regards to the continuity of oppressive U.S. foreign policy towards
Latin America under Republican and
Democratic administrations.
The design team of ILC.iNK updated
the map (pg.8), illustrating the sad
continuation of the same U.S. policies under President Obama.
As a grassroots movement with two
decades of experience resisting
militarization and working for justice,
SOA Watch is deeply rooted in a
strong history of solidarity, action
and the knowledge that the only
change that we’ll get is the change

we are willing to work for. We can’t
rely on politicians in a system that
continues to employ the same old
tactics of repression and domination
to achieve “stability” and “security”.
SOA Watch has been very active
as we continue to mobilize and
organize; we have built exciting
new relationships within the United
States and deepened our connections with social justice movements
across the Americas. The people in
Latin America, the Middle East and
beyond inspire us to pick up the flag
of liberation and fight oppression of
every nature. To be successful, we
must up the ante, push the envelope, and risk arrest in order to
call attention to the urgency and
seriousness of the situation.
We have succeeded in educating
thousands about the reality of U.S.
foreign policy. However, influencing

Table of Contents
Vol. 16, No.3, Spring 2011

Hold Obama Accountable! Coverage on Washington …
M.E.C.h.A. and SOA Watch …….……………..……...…
Entrevista con Rina Bertaccini ………….......…….…
Keep On, Keepin’ On ....................................................
SOA Graduate in Charge of Honduran Military …….....
LASA Calls for the Closing of the SOA …………..……
Haiti after the Quake ……………………..………………
“Distinguished Scholar” Alvaro Uribe ……………………
Opposition to U.S. Navy Deployment Successful ….…
Interview with Rina Bertaccini …..............................…
April Days of Action ………………………………………
What can you give? ………………………………………
Días de acción …………………………….....................
Write to the Prisoners of Conscience ………………..…
Shut Down Stewart Detention Center ………………
Stop: The Road for the SOA Ends Here ……….……
SOA Watch Vigil Persists ………………....................…
Map of U.S. Intervention in Latin America ………….…
Bridges Not Bases …………………………………….…
Travel with SOA Watch to Latin America …………..….
The Blessing Next to the Wound ……………...……
Invite an SOA Watch Speaker ………………………

Page 1
Page 1
Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 3
Page 3
Page 3
Page 3
Page 3
Page 4
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 6
Page 6
Page 7
Page 8
Page 11
Page 12
Page 15
Page 15

¿ Qué es la “Escuela de Asesinos”?
public opinion alone is an insufficient means for closing the SOA
and ending militarization. As a
movement, we must become even
more effective at translating public sentiment into public action.
Politicians don’t care about people
that disagree with them but they
have to pay attention if the people
who disagree with them are willing
to act on those feelings.
Our gratitude goes out to the many
people who are doing the day-today work within their workplaces
and communities, who are growing
the grassroots; building the kind of
base we need in cities, towns and
regions to act on a shared strategic
analysis.
Many thanks also to Maryknoll for
their $10,000 donation towards the
production of Presente and to the
artists, authors and editors who
have worked on this issue.

Organize!
Your work to connect with
others in your own community is key for our success
as a movement.
Chances are you do not
need as many people as
you think to do effective
organizing. Three people
are enough to begin a local
group. Even if your group
does not consist of lots of
members, you can still do
important work.
For more information visit
www.SOAW.org/organize or
contact Field organizer Nico
Udu-gama in the SOA Watch
office at 202-234-3440

La Escuela de las Américas (SOA) es un instituto de entrenamiento
militar para soldados latinoamericanos, ubicada en Fort Benning,
GA. Rebautizada “Instituto del Hemisferio Occidental para la Seguridad y Cooperación” (WHINSEC) en 2001, la Escuela ha preparado
a asesinos, líderes de escuadrones de la muerte y abusadores de
derechos humanos para realizar “trabajos sucios” en América Latina
desde su fundación en 1946.
Conocida informalmente como la “Escuela de Asesinos”, la SOA/
WHINSEC es sinónimo de tortura y represión militar para millones
de personas en todo el mundo. Sus graduados tienen una larga historia de participación y orquestación de asesinatos, violencia dirigida y
supresión de movimientos populares.
En 1996, el Pentágono, bajo una intensa presión pública, dio a conocer los manuales de entrenamiento utilizados en la Escuela durante
más de una década, los cuales promovían la tortura, la extorsión y la
ejecución.
Entre los objetivos de la SOA/WHINSEC se encuentran líderes
sindicales y estudiantiles, trabajadoras y trabajadores religiosos, educadoras y educadores, y otras personas que luchan por los derechos
de las y los marginados. Cientos de personas en América Latina han
sido torturadas, violadas, asesinadas, “desaparecidas” o forzadas al
refugio por los discípulos de la Escuela de las Américas.
Los países con el peor récord en términos de derechos humanos han
enviado constantemente soldados a entrenarse a la SOA/WHINSEC.
Por ejemplo: Bolivia durante el reinado del terror liderados por el
graduado de la SOA Hugo Bánzer. Nicaragua durante la dictadura
de la familia Somoza. El Salvador durante el periodo de represión
más sangrienta. México, luego del levantamiento indígena de 1994.
Actualmente, Colombia.

www.SOAW.org/presente

Honduras

SOA Graduate in
Charge of Military

Rene Osorio, the new leader of
the Honduran military, is a graduate of the SOA and an open supporter of the overthrow of Manuel
Zelaya. According to El Heraldo,
Osorio is quoted to have said
the following about the purpose
of the overthrow, “the moment of
the overthrow was opportune...
the events that transpired were
supposed to happen for the good
of the people”. SOA graduates
executed the 2009 military coup
against Zelaya.

United States

Haiti

Georgetown University

LASA Calls for the
Closing of the SOA

After the Quake

“Distinguished
Scholar” Uribe

The Latin American Studies
Association (LASA) approved a
resolution that denounced the
2009 military coup of Honduran
president Manuel Zelaya. Within
this resolution, LASA calls for
WHINSEC’s closure, “The Latin
American Studies Assocation urges that the Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation
be closed”, and also denounces
U.S. foreign policy towards
Honduras, “The Latin American
Studies Association considers
that U.S. policy toward Honduras
represents a serious setback for
democratic governance in the
hemisphere and a dangerous
precedent for the future...”

One year after the devasating earthquake in Haiti, the
conditions on the ground have
barely improved. Despite an
initial outpouring of international
assistance, over 1 million Haitians
remain in temporary shelters.
Another unfortunate result of the
earthquake, however, has been
increased international military
presence in Haiti, a move that
was not welcomed by the Haitian
people. MINUSTAH, the United
Nations stabilization mission in
Haiti, is viewed by many Haitians
as a symbol for militarization.
While the MINUSTAH forces have
established a presence in Haiti
since it’s inception in 2004, due to
the chaotic conditions initally after
the earthquake there was a surge
of MINUSTAH presence.

Despite a public outcry and
protests by students, human rights
activists and faculty, Alvaro
Uribe, Colombia’s expresident continues to give
seminars to students at Georgetown University. Under Uribe’s
presidency, the SOA-trained
Colombian military engaged in the
murder of thousands of civillians.
More info:
http://uribe-georgetown.org
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under the guise of the “war on
drugs.” Following opposition and
legal challenges by human rights
activists, the Costa Rican parliament refused docking permits for
the U.S. military ships in 2011.

Costa Rica

Opposition to U.S.
Navy Deployment
Successful
The U.S. Navy planned to
deploy 46 warships with
7,000 Marines to Costa Rica

Resist Militarization

Interview with Rina Bertaccini, President of the Movement for
Peace, Sovereignty and Solidarity between Peoples
by Pablo Ruiz, SOA Watch Latin America Communications Coordinator

The growth of military bases in Latin America, the reactivation of the U.S.
Navy’s fourth fleet, and the more than 1000 Latin American soldiers passing through the School of the Americas each year are all a part of the phenomenon of the growing militarization in which our continent lives.
We spoke with Rina Bertacini, President of the Movement for Peace,
Sovereignty, and Solidarity between peoples of Argentina, as well as Vice
President of the World Peace Council about the situation in our continent,
where there is a positive relation between the growth of progressive governments in Latin America and a growing U.S. military presence.
Rina: US state policy has had
a decidedly negative effect on
Latin America, but this is not
simply because it is the US.
There are much more complex
factors involved. These complex
factors to which I am referring

to include, first, the politics of
Washington. Though the presidential administrations have
changed, they all continue to
subscribe to a foreign policy that
constitutes military, political,
and economic intervention in

our countries. Currently, media
intervention has a tremendous
influence here. It misinforms and
confounds the population, in addition to the fact that it presents
a skewed perspective of the
world to Latin Americans that is

simply not real. The U.S. presence in Latin America has been
nothing short of invasive.
How does this tremendous
impact that you just described
affect the average person?
Many people say its beneficial
to be connected to this “Big
Brother”...
First, the economic policies that
the US has imposed have greatly
affected Argentina. I believe
that the best tool we can use to
understand how these policies
affect us is through analyzing
how neoliberal policies were imposed, in our countries, through
bloody military dictatorships. As
a result of these policies, nationstates were dismembered, and

policies of privatization, which
are a core aspect of neoliberalism, mostly benefited the large
transnational corporations and
their associates. In the rural areas, they imposed, for example,
what we call the “soy frontier”.
In Argentina we have one of the
world’s most important prairie
regions. Unfortunately it has
been invaded by soy, which is
not meant to feed the populace.
Rather, it is grown solely for use
by national oligarchies and huge
trasnational corporations who in
turn gain massive profits from its
growth.
In addition to this, we are still
experiencing the legacies of the
Continued on Page 14
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April Days of Action

Join us as we carry our resistance to Washington, DC
The convergence from April 4-11 will be a dynamic space to
speak out and act against the SOA/ WHINSEC, U.S. militarization and intervention in the Western Hemisphere.
U.S. attempts to secure military bases
around the hemisphere are being met with
grassroots resistance. While the U.S. has
backed coups and coup-attempts in order
to crush social movements in Honduras,
Bolivia, Haiti and Venezuela in recent
years, those very same movements are
resisting and organizing in the face of
repression.

The convergence will include a fast, street
theater, direct action, cultural events, as
well as the Education and Strategy Conference against U.S. Militarization in the
Americas (April 8-10, 2011).

Visit www.SOAW.org and/or call
202-234-3440 for more information

Nonviolent Direct Action
Nonviolent action has played a key role
in the struggle for social change all over
the world. It has a long and proud history,
but it is not only something from the past,
it lives on in many struggles for freedom,
equality and justice. It seems there is a
current running from group to group,
movement to movement.
Consider joining us in April 2011, as we
take our demands toWashington, DC and
engage in creative direct action.
If you are interested in participating in
arrestable actions, please contact
SOA Watch for more
information.

Housing in Washington, DC
Are you interested in coming to DC for
the April Days of Action, but don’t know
where to look for housing options? Check
out www.SOAW.org for a list of hostels,
churches and hotels and start making your
reservations!.
SOA Watch has reserved space at St.
Stephen and The Incarnation Methodist
Church in the Columbia Heights neighborhood of DC for April Days of Action
participants. The fee per person, per night is $5. Please
note that spaces are limited,
so make your reservation today!

Invest in Peace
Building the movement one gift at a time

The energy is high in our movement as we prepare for our convergence on
Washington DC this April. We hope to see you at one of the many workshops, marches, and cultural events we are planning for our days of action.
We also need your financial support to make it all happen. Please
make a generous donation to SOA Watch today.
SOA Watch is proud to announce the creation of the School of the Americas Watch Educational Fund (SOAWEF), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt branch
of our movement that distributes our educational materials. Now, instead
of funding the SOA and American military ventures abroad, you can
give completely tax-deductible gifts to the SOA Watch movement and
invest in peace and justice in the Americas. SOAWEF can accept fully
tax-deductible donations of $100 or more.
As our way of saying “thank you,” we’ll send donors who give $100 or more
to the SOAW Watch Educational Fund a copy of The Blessing Next to the
Wound, a memoir by torture survivor and long-time SOA Watch activist
Hector Aristizábal. A full description of the book can be found on page 15.
To allow us to engage in a broad range of activities, non-tax-deductible
donations can continue to be made to School of the Americas Watch.
Thank you for support of our upcoming events and of our struggle for
peace in the Americas. Together, we will build a more just word.

www.SOAW.org/presente

April 4-11, 2011
Flood DC with Justice
Continued from Page 1
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Días de acción para cerrar la SOA
y poner fin a la militarización

of justice and peace to push back against the increasing U.S. militarization of the
Americas.

Abril 4 al 11, 2011 - Washington, DC
Estrategias y acciones contra la militarización

Monday, April 4 – Sunday, April 10
Close the SOA Fast: “Hungry for Justice, Starving for Change” - Fast to resist militarization and to promote a culture of peace, Artists Visualize-the-Struggle week

En abril del 2011, vamos a trasladar nuestra resistencia por el cierre de la SOA a Washington, DC. Allí vamos a discutir y hacer acciones contra la militarización.

Friday, April 8
“Operation Disarmaggedon” - an anti-militarization march on the Pentagon, convened
by the National Campaign for Nonviolent Resistance
Friday, April 8 – Sunday, April 10, 2011
Latin America Solidarity Conference V: Strategy and Action against Militarization
Sunday, April 10, 2011
Let Justice Bloom March to the White House - afternoon march and rally at the White
House to Close the SOA and End Militarization in the Americas
Monday, April 11, 2011
Street theater and grassroots lobbying on Capitol Hill
For more information about the April Days of Action and to register for the
conference, visit www.SOAW.org or call 202-234-3440

El esfuerzo que hacen los Estados Unidos para construir bases militares a lo largo
del continente se confronta con la resistencia. Mientras los EEUU han intervenido en
golpes y en intentos de golpes de estado para atacar a los movimientos sociales de
Honduras, Ecuador, Bolivia y Venezuela, estos mismos movimientos han crecido y se
han fortalecido para enfrentar la represión.
En el encuentro de abril vamos a tener actos culturales, acciones directas y la Conferencia de Solidaridad con América Latina. Pueden llamar al 202 234 3440 para ser parte
de este Gran Evento.
Lunes, 4 de abril:
Ayuno por el cierre de la SOA y para resistir la militarización
Viernes, 8 de abril:
Operación Disarmaggedon” - marcha sobre el Pentágono
Viernes, 8 de abril - 10 de abril:
Conferencia - Estrategia y Acción contra la Militarización
Domingo, 10 de abril 2011: Marcha a la Casa Blanca
Lunes, 11 de abril: Teatro callejero, acción directa y cabildeo en el Capitolio
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The Prisoners of Conscience
On November 20, 2010, Father Louis Vitale and Nancy Smith were arrested as they
crossed the line onto Fort Benning to protest the continued training at the SOA/WHINSEC. The next day, David Omondi and Christopher Spicer
climbed over the fence containing the SOA/WHINSEC and
were likewise arrested. Father Louis and David pled no
contest and were sentenced to 6 months by Magistrate Judge
Stephen Hyles. Nancy and Chris
opted for trial, but at trial Nancy
pled no contest and Chris pled not
guilty; they, too, were declared to
be guilty and sent to 6 months in
jail. While the people who train
assassins and torturers continue
to be free and the SOA/WHINSEC remains open, human
rights activists are imprisoned for calling attention to the
injustice. We encourage you to write to the prisoners to let
them know that the struggle continues!
Prison witness has been a core element of the SOA Watch
movement since its beginning. In the tradition of Gandhi, Dorothy Day, Martin Luther
King Jr., Aung San Suu Kyi and countless others, SOA Watch activists have used
peaceful, nonviolent resistance to expose the horrors of the SOA/ WHINSEC and to
express solidarity with our sisters and brothers in Latin America.
As a result, 245 SOA Watch human rights defenders have collectively spent over 100 years
in prison. Fifty-one people have served probation sentences. Their sacrifice and steadfastness
in the struggle for peace and justice provide an
extraordinary example of love in action and have
given tremendous momentum to the effort to
change oppressive US foreign policy and to close
the SOA/ WHINSEC.
SOA Watch is proud to be a movement of people who speak out for justice! With our
minds and our bodies we will close the SOA and put an end to U.S. militarization!

326 acts of civil disobedience that drew sentences
300 different people sentenced for CD
100.5 years of prison time sentenced
53.5 years of probation and home confinement time sentenced
$223,150 of fines issued
6,900+ community service hours sentenced
272 prison sentences served by 245 different individuals
51 probation sentences served by 51 different individuals
4 home confinement sentences served by 4 different individuals
Writing to Prisoners of Conscience is a great way to express your solidarity and learn
about why we continue to go to jail for justice. For the current prison addresses and
more information, visit

www.SOAW.org/prisoners

Shut Down the Stewart Detention
Center and Bring Home Pedro
by Becca Polk, SOA Watch

On Friday, Novemeber 19, over 100 people gathered in Lumpkin, Georgia, to connect the
messages of militarization, immigration and detention as being part of a system of injustices
surrounding U.S. foreign and domestic polices.
The focus was the separation of families as a direct result of the private business, Corrections
Corporation of America (CCA), making a profit off detaining immigrants without official status.
One case was in particular highlighted: Pedro Guzman has been detainted for close to a year,
leaving his wife Emily and four year old son Logan devastated.
In the tradition with SOA Watch movement, 8 people, including Pedro’s mother in-law, put their
bodies on the line and crossed over the physical barrier of peaceful protests to the injustices
surrounding the business of detention. “Crossing the arbitrary line drawn by CCA today was a
necessary step to call our government to its highest ideals,” remarks Anton Flores, one of the
main organizers of this Stewart Detention Vigil and Rally.
This emotional moment of witnessing civil disobedience of those willing to sacrifice and denounce the injustices surrounding the Stewart Detention Center, was accompanied by “We Will
Not Be Moved” playing in the background. It was a symbolic reminder of why we engage in civil
disobedience, giving us strength from those that came before us, knowing that we are all connected and trapped within this system, and if one of us is locked up, we all are.

STOP: The Road for the SOA Ends Here
by Tami Ramirez, SOA Watch

Risking arrest and imprisonment, several compañeros
engaged in civil disobedience by blocking Victory Drive
at Fort Benning, Georgia during the 2010 November Vigil.
Despite the uncertainty of the situation,
the presence of heavily equipped officers
and—as discovered later—several officers working undercover, the compañeros made a powerful stand to demand the
closure of the School of Americas.
“I want the world to know that many
in our country are scandalized by the
existence of the SOA, and strongly condemn this school and any other training
institution that provokes horrendous
human rights violations in any part of the
world”, said Betsy Lamb telling why she
took the risk. “The suffering caused by
the policies, positions and power that I
hold as a U.S. citizen overwhelms me. I
cannot sit forever in my fears and also
live with inaction… I decided to raise my
voice to affect that ‘political climate’ in
a different way” said Annemarie Barrett
explaining her drive to confront her fears

of arrest. Ken Crowley wanting to alert
the Columbus citizens was arrested as
well. He explained: “This is our best hope
of effecting change. The basic strength
of all nonviolent direct action is the
acceptance of consequences; the basic
weakness of all power structures is the
inability to confront nonviolent disobedience.” “I take with me energy, to move
forward, or maybe truer still, energy to
stand still” said Regina Rust reflecting on
the 36 hours she spent in the Muskogee
County Jail.
The personal sacrifices of the compañeros shows the extent of their commitment
to bring about change.
To read their full testimonies, visit:
www.SOAW.org/victorydrive

www.SOAW.org/presente
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SOA Watch Vigil Persists Despite Heavy Infiltration
and Intimidation by Authorities
by Tamar Maya Sharabi

Between Friday, November 19 and Sunday, November 21, 2010,
thousands of people gathered at the gates of Fort Benning for the 20th
anniversary of the Vigil to Close the School of the Americas. The program included speakers, music, film screenings, reflection and organizing.
Guests from several Latin American countries, torture survivors and family members of murdered or disappeared victims of the school’s graduates,
shared their personal experience and their resistance to the SOA. This year,
the vigil focused especially on U.S. relations with Mexico, Honduras and
Colombia.
The “puppetistas” closed
certainly arbitrarily,” said
Saturday’s day-long rally, lead- Bill Quigley, legal director of
ing vigil attendees to accomthe Center for Constitutional
pany those planning to cross
Rights and one of the lawyers
through the highway entrance
for the SOA Watch movement.
onto Fort Benning. As the
crowd amassed at the exit of
Despite carrying clearly visible
the permitted vigil site, police
press cards for the international
stopped people from walking
news outlet Russia Today, two
in the street and
of their accredinstructed parjournalists
Police targeted media as ited
ticipants to use
were among
well as demonstrators. those arrested,
the sidewalk
to leave the
Other vigil participants along with a
area. Minutes
reporter from
walking by the area
later dozens of
KGNU Comwere arrested when they munity Radio
people were
arrested while
tried to take photos of in Boulder,
making their
the unexpected arrests. Colorado.
way out of the
permit zone,
Perhaps most
even as they were following
disturbing of all, Columbus
police instructions.
resident Curtis DeMarco
Thornton was arrested in the
Police targeted media as well
midst of the unjust roundup.
as demonstrators. Other vigil
DeMarco Thornton has been
participants walking by the
working in his local barber
area were arrested when they
shop for the past eight years.
tried to take photos of the
On the day of the arrests, he
unexpected arrests.
was parking cars in the shop’s
private parking lot. DeMarco
“We had a dozen or so people
Thornton was interested in the
who were wrongfully arpuppetistas, and was arrested
rested, people who were just
when, as he explained, “I see
on their way to their cars who
these folks every year and I
happened to be in the area,
just wanted to take a picture of

them on those stilts.”

Infiltrated Direct Actions
and State Intimidation
The day before these disturbing arrests, a direct action
meeting was held with the
all-volunteer SOA Watch Legal
Collective. The meeting began
with a pledge of nonviolence
and transparency. In addition to
those who had made decisions
to risk arrest and federal prosecution by walking onto the
military base, a small group of
people decided they would attempt to stop traffic in another
nearby site by holding a banner
that read, “STOP, The Road for
the SOA Ends Here.”
When the road blockade took
place the following day, ten
people were immediately arrested as they stood on Victory Drive, a mid-sized road
near the vigil site. One of the
blockade participants, Lauren
Stinson, turned out to be an undercover police agent working
with the Columbus Metro Narcotics Task Force. In court the
following day, Stinson testified
and incriminated the other

blockade participants. During
court, SOA Watch learned that
of the twelve who participated
in the blockade, seven were
undercover police officers.
Additionally, the Coalition for
Immokalee Workers (CIW), a
longtime SOA Watch partner
and 4,000-member-strong,
worker-based organization that
campaigns for farmworker
rights, was denied a demonstration permit by the city of
Columbus.
CIW is currently organizing a
national campaign calling on
supermarkets to do their part
to pay farmworkers one penny
more per pound
of tomatoes as
part of their
Fair Food campaign. During SOA
Watch’s
presence

in Columbus, “Security and
officers followed anyone who
looked like they came from the
vigil” inside the local Publix
– in fear they might stage a
demonstration there, according
to Allison McCrary, a member
of the SOA Watch Legal Collective. CIW was also denied
permission to bring their
mobile Modern Day Slavery
Museum, constructed inside a
produce truck, onto the permitted zone for the SOA Watch
convergence. The Museum
documents several cases of
slavery that farmworkers have
faced in the US.
Continued on Page 13

Journalist Jihan Hafiz is being arrested by Columbus police

School of the Americas
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation
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Guatemala
1954

1

Coup d'état is organized by the CIA against the democraticallyelected President Jacobo Arbenz, which leads to 30 years of
dictatorship, violence and repression.
El Salvador
1980-1992

1946-Present

6

The CIA played a fundamental role in the development of security
agencies from which paramilitary groups in El Salvador emerged.
During the Salvadoran Civil War, the U.S. gave financial support to
successive military governments for more than 5 billion dollars.
The war caused 75,000 deaths and 8,000 disappeared people.

The School of the Americas is a military training school for Latin American
soldiers, located in Fort Benning, Georgia. Renamed the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation in 2001, the school has
been producing assassins, death squad leaders and human rights abusers
for dirty work in Latin America since its founding in 1946.

Honduras

Dubbed the ‘School of Assassins,’ the SOA/WHINSEC is a school that is
synonymous with torture and military repression for millions around the
world. Graduates of the school have a long history of participating in and
orchestrating killings, targeted violence and the suppression of popular
movements. Research continues to turn up SOA graduate involvement in
human rights violations across the Americas.

U.S. Army School of the Americas
trained soldiers overthrow the
democratically elected government of
Manuel Zelaya. While a repressive
campaign against the ensuing
resistance is unleashed, the U.S. refuses
to call the this overthrow a military
coup, which undermines efforts to
restore democracy.

In 1996, the Pentagon, under intense public pressure, released training
manuals used at the school for over a decade that advocated torture,
extortion and execution.
Among those targeted by SOA graduates are union organizers, student
leaders, religious workers, educators, and others who work for the rights
of the poor. Hundreds of thousands of Latin Americans have been
tortured, raped, assassinated, ’disappeared’, or forced into refuge by those
trained at the School of Assassins.
The purpose of the SOA/WHINSEC is, and has always been, to control the
economic and political system of Latin America by aiding and influencing
Latin American militaries. The SOA/WHINSEC is not an aberration of U.S.
foreign policy but a clear illustration of it. The map on the right provides
some examples of U.S. interventions in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Countries with the worst human rights record have consistently sent the
most soldiers to be trained at the SOA/WHINSEC. For example: Bolivia
during the reign of terror of SOA graduate Hugo Banzer; Nicaragua during
the Somoza family dictatorship; El Salvador during the period of bloodiest
repression; Mexico after the 1994 Indigenous uprising; and currently
Colombia.

11

2010

The U.S. Navy plans to deploy 46 warships with 7,000 Marines to
Costa Rica under the guise of the "war on drugs." Following
opposition and legal challenges by human rights activists, Costa
Rica refuses docking permits for the U.S. military ships in 2011.

11

2009

Panamá

3

1964
January 9th of ‘64, remembered as “The day of the martyrs” by some.
U.S. personnel silence the protesting voices against their presence
and control over the Panama Canal. The results are 28 deaths, 300
injured and 500 arrests.
1989 8

Colombia

11

The U.S. invades the country under the
pretext of arresting Manuel Noriega.
U.S. forces of 27,000 soldiers bomb
the population killing more than
2,000 people.

2009
The U.S. announces the deployment
of U.S. military forces at seven
military bases in Colombia to
"conduct full spectrum operations
throughout South America" and
against "anti-U.S. governments" in
the region.

Cartagena
Malambo

1999 9

VENEZUELA

The U.S. Congress approves 1.3
billion dollars in assistance with the
majority for military and police
support. More than a million
peasant farmers have been forced
from rural zones caused by scorched
earth policy of Colombian military
and paramilitary forces under U.S.
guidance.

Bahía Málaga

Chile
1973

Palanquero
COLOMBIA

Tolemaida

Apiay
Larandia

Bolivia
1967

ECUADOR
PERÚ

1950
U.S. PRESIDENTS

Around 1000 soldiers receive training at the SOA/WHINSEC each year,
where courses are being taught in Spanish. The institute is paid for with
U.S. taxpayer dollars, money for foreign military training that is authorized
by Congress annually.

Costa Rica

1

Dwight David Eisenhower
January 20th 1953
January 20th 1961

BRASIL

3

Che Guevara is murdered by the
Bolivian army with the assistance of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

1955

1960

1965

4

Coup d'état led by general
Pinochet with support of the CIA
and the U.S. government.
It ends with the death of the
president Salvador Allende and
the installation of a cruel
dictatorship.

1970

1975

2

3

4

John Fitzgerald Kennedy
January 20th 1961
November 22nd 1963

Lyndon B. Johnson
November 22nd 1963
January 20th 1969

Richard Nixon
January 20th 1969
August 9th 1974

Geral
August 9
January 2

2
Cuba
1955 - 2011
Invasion of Bay of Pigs by
“anticastristas” supported by
the CIA and the U.S.
government. They were
defeated by Cuban
revolutionaries.

Puerto Rico
1
1950
After witnessing the threatening
national sovereignty movement
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, the U.S.
takes drastic action, deploying
the National Guard in order to
crush the movement.

After that, a period of 49
conspiracies occured including murder attempts
on Fidel Castro-, economic
embargo, propaganda
campaigns against the
Cuban government.

Haiti

10

2004
Democraticallyelected President
Jean Bertrand
Aristide is ousted in
a coup and taken
by force from his
country by U.S. and
French military
operatives. Aristide
was the first elected
president in Haiti's
200-year history.

Dominican
Republic

2010

11

The U.S. uses the aftermath of a
devastating 7.0 magnitude
earthquake in Haiti to further
militarize the country.

2

1963-1965
The propaganda
campaign against
president Juan Bosch
ends with a coup
de’etat. The U.S.
sends 22,000
soldiers to fight the
constitutionalist
forces that are
fighting for the
return of Bosch

1965 - 1966 3
During the “Intervention for stabilization” of the supposed anarchy that
started in the Dominican Republic, the U.S. government ends up sending a
total of 14,000 soldiers from different infantries.

Venezuela
9
2002-2004
In April of 2002 a coup d'état takes place with the
support of the U.S. government. President Chavez is able
to regain control of the country days later. Destabilizing
actions keep happening. The National Endowment for
Democracy, which depends on the U.S. Congress, sent a
million dollars to opposition groups

Nicaragua

6
1981-1990
The CIA and the U.S. government finance and support with its
military the “Contras” that release a terrorist war against the
“Sandinistas” of Nicaragua. The “Contras” murder civilians,
bomb ports and spread terror.

Brasil
1964

1980

5

ld R. Ford
9th de 1974
20th de 1977

6

James E. Carter
January 20th1977
January 20th 1981

1985

The CIA carries out an extensive
propaganda campaign against President
João Goulart, which culminates with a
coup d'état. Goulart had started a series of
reforms that limited the profits of
transnational companies. He also
nationalized a subsidiary of ITT.

Leopoldo Galtieri, who
was part of the Junta
that carried out the
1976 coup, was
trained at the SOA.
Galtieri was de facto
President in
1981-1982, and he
declared the cruel war
for the Malvinas
conflict against Britain,
which cost the lives of
650 Argentine soldiers.

1990

On July 4th, 24 Uruguayan and Chilean political refugees that appear on CIA
documents are being kidnapped and tortured by intelligence officers from
Chile and Uruguay, as a part of the “Operation Condor”, defined by the U.S.
Department of Defense as “Code given to persecution of left wing,
communists and Marxists in the Southern Cone.”

1995

7

8

Ronald W. Reagan
January 20th1981
January 20th1989

George H. W. Bush
January 20th 1989
January 20th1993

5

Uruguay
1976

2000

9

William Jefferson Clinton
January 20th1993
January 20th 2001

2004

2009

10

George Walker Bush
January 20th 2001
January 20th 2009

11

Barack Obama
January 20th 2009
Present

SOA Watch / ILC.iNK

Argentina
1976-1983 5
Coup d'état by the Argentine Armed Forces with the
support of the U.S. government. The regime of terror
produces 30,000 disappearances and drasticaslly
increases the national debt.

3
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Entrevista con Rina Bertaccini

continuado de la página 1

Rina Bertacini -presidenta del Movimiento por la Paz, la Soberanía y la Solidaridad entre los Pueblos
(Mopassol) de Argentina y vicepresidenta del Consejo Mundial por la Paz
que, aunque los gobiernos o
las administraciones cambien,
práctica una política de Estado
de intervención militar, política,
económica en nuestros países,
y en este momento, particularmente, notable es la intervención
mediática que realmente influye
muchísimo porque desinforma,
confunde a la población, les
llevan visiones del mundo que
no son reales. La influencia de
Estados Unidos es invasiva en
nuestro continente.
¿En qué afecta a las personas
comunes y corrientes?, porque
mucha gente dice que es bueno
ser aliado de este gran hermano…
En primer lugar, nos afecta la
política económica que Estados Unidos a impuesto y
hablo de política económica.
Creo que la forma mas clara de

entender el porqué nos afecta
es cuando impuso en nuestros
países, a través de dictaduras
militares sangrientas, el modelo del neoliberalismo. Ahí se
vio claramente; deshicieron
los estados nacionales, privatizaron todo en beneficio de los
grandes trasnacionales y de los
socios locales. Impusieron, por
ejemplo, en el campo, la frontera
de las sojas. En nuestro caso,
que tenemos una de las praderas
más importantes del mundo, ha
sido invadida por las sojas y las
sojas no son para alimentar a la
población, es para los negocios
de las oligarquías nacionales y
de las grandes trasnacionales.
Luego esta, todo lo que significó
las dictaduras cívico-militares,
de los años 70, que fueron para
imponer este modelo económico. Nosotros tenemos 30 mil
desaparecidos, eso es una cifra

monstruosa. Entonces la política
de Estado de los Estados Unidos
son contra el pueblo y esto no es
una frase, son cosas muy concretas y donde se siguen pagando
hoy los costos.
¿Qué piensas sobre el aumento
de las bases militares?
Yo creo que Estados Unidos
jamás se ha retirado de numerosas bases militares grandes
y pequeñas que tiene en el
continente. Esto es lo primero
que hay que decir, porque ahora
se habla mucho de las siete
bases en Colombia, y esta bien.
Estados Unidos, por el Plan
Colombia, ya estaba en esas
bases. Lo que pasa es que ahora
han hecho un acuerdo, peor que
el anterior, y que entre las bases
que hoy ocupa Estados Unidos,
aunque diga que son de Colombia, hay una base que es el eje de

nuestra preocupación
que es la Base
de Palanquero
Me
porque esta base
parece que lo de
tiene una de las
Honduras es muy llamapistas de aterrizaje
tivo, pero también simbólico. Elmas extensas del continente y
los sacaron a Zelaya de su casa,
que se vinculan a otras pistas de
lo llevaron a
aterrizaje. EstaPalmerola,
dos Unidos ya no
y de ahí al
quiere construir
exterior.
“La política de Estado
sus propias bases
Zelaya había
con el letrerito de
de los Estados Unidos
avanzado, por
“Estados Unidos
son contra el pueblo
lo menos en
de Norteay
esto
no
es
una
la intención,
mérica”, donde
en participar
frase, son cosas muy
concentre miles
en un proceso
de soldados proconcretas y donde se
de integración
pios, sino ellos
siguen pagando hoy
como el del
quieren tener esta
los
costos.”
Alba. Entonmisma presencia
ces ellos no
y necesita bases
pueden tolerar
estratégicamente
eso,
porque
si
el
Alba
se desardistribuidas, con pistas extensas.
rolla
ellos
quedan
desnudos
ante
Con cuatro o cinco bases que
la
vista
de
la
gente.
podrían ser Palmerola, por su
extensión, Palanquero, Mariscal
¿Qué desafíos tiene el moviEstigarribia en Paraguay, la Isla
miento latinoamericano frente
de Ascensión en el Atlántico y
a estos problemas?
la base militar en Malvinas, que
El gran desafío que nosotros
es ocupada política y militartenemos es luchar hoy contra las
mente por Gran Bretaña, pero
bases, contra la remilitarización,
es una base de la OTAN; con
teniendo en cuenta que hay
esto pueden, en el momento
posibilidades de construir
que quieran, y además es una
alternativas a la militarización
amenaza concreta que pende
desde estos nuevos procesos de
sobre nuestras cabezas, traslaintegración. Argentina con un
dar y producir una invasión en
cualquiera de nuestros países. En gobierno con muchas contradicciones en su interior pero desde
menos de 6 horas montan uno
el Ministerio de Defensas se
de los modernos aviones Galimpulsa la creación y la consoliaxis, suben todo, armamentos,
dación del Consejo de Defensa
equipos, municiones, militares,
Sudamericano que busca que
etcétera y pueden producir una
nuestros países tengan una
invasión. Esto no quiere decir
que mañana ellos van a producir política de defensa que no sea
la que dicta el Pentágono. Eso
una invasión, esto es parte de
es un sacrilegio para Estados
la guerra preventiva de Bush
Unidos, pero si se avanza en esa
aplicada ahora por Obama.
dirección, junto con los gobiernos, nuestra lucha tiene mucha
¿Hay un nuevo escenario?
mas fuerza.
Yo creo que ellos están remilitarizando el continente, en algunos casos con formas nuevas.
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¡Somos Una América!

Bridges Not Bases

Building Bridges of Solidarity to Resist Militarization and
Promote a Culture of Peace
While the struggle to close the SOA continues, four countries have stopped sending their troops and hundreds of other organizations are petitioning their governments to do the same. Meanwhile, according to our Latin American partners the
SOA has “jumped the gates,” as seen by the expansion of U.S. militarization:
z Increase in U.S. military bases in Latin America
z Increase in joint military operations and training
z Re establishment of the U.S. Navy Fourth Fleet
z Militarization of humanitarian and emergency aid
Help us launch a new campaign: Bridges not Bases. Through research, popular
education, and direct action, we hope to build bridges of solidarity with communities
affected by bases in coordination with Latin American organizations.

Join BASE WATCH! Get R.E.A.L.:

Research the base
Educate one another
Act with others to stop U.S. military presence there
Link up with local communities and organizations resisting the base
Some examples of bases in Latin America:

Colombia Despite the Colombian court’s decision to stike down the U.S.-Colombia military base agreement, the Pentagon has initiated unprecedented levels of
construction on at least three bases, one of which is Palenquero, a vast air base
with long-range transport aircraft capacity.

Honduras Soto Cano Air Base (aka Palmerola Air Base) is the home of the U.S.
military’s Joint Task Force Bravo and a launching point for the “War on Drugs.”

Cuba Guantanamo Bay Naval Base (aka GTMO), is illegally occupying 45 sq mi
at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba and has been used for the torture of prisoners.

El Salvador Comalapa Air Base is one of the U.S. military Forward Operating
Locations (FOLs) in Latin America and the Caribbean.

For detailed information about U.S. military activity in Latin America, visit
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Join us on one of our life-changing trips

Travel with SOA Watch to
Latin America
April 30 - May 11, 2011 - Honduras

Join Father Roy Bourgeois and Lisa Sullivan in following the footsteps of Father James “Guadalupe” Carney, U.S./Honduran martyr whose commitment to the struggle for justice and dignity
for the people of Honduras lives on in the National Popular Resistance Front (FNRP). Delegates
will meet with Resistance leaders, human rights activists, journalists, worker and campesino organizations struggling to return democracy to their nation. They will also visit the U.S. military
base at Palmerola which played a role in the 2009 SOA graduate-led military coup.
Contact Lisa Sullivan, LSullivan@soaw.org

June 11-19, 2011 - Costa Rica

Costa Rica is an eco-paradise, right? That’s what the PR promotes, but the lived reality is far different. Most Americans get little news about the increasing militarization of Costa Rica. Join our
delegation and hear what community and political leaders say about issues such as: militarized
police, U.S. warships, mining, CAFTA, the sovereignty of indigenous peoples, and the displacement of coastal communities. Contact Dale Sorensen, 415-924-3227 or geodale1@earthlink.net.

July 9-19 (or 9-17) - Venezuela

After 12 years as president Hugo Chavez still enjoys widespread support perhaps due to the
fact that Venezuela has become a more egalitarian, inclusive and participatory society. While
amazing advances exist (communal councils, literacy, health care, education, cooperatives),
there are obstacles and shortcomings. Contact Dale, geodale1@earthlink.net or 415-924-3227

August 13-23, 2011 - Colombia

Learn about impact of U.S. military assistance and training on human rights in Colombia. Learn
about the Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities’ struggle to preserve their territory,
culture, and environment. Contact Thomas Long, 773-883-1003 or tlong340@gmail.com

October 2011 - Haiti

Express your solidarity with Haiti by joining Fr. Roy Bourgeois in a visit of to this small nation
devastated by an earthquake, cholera epidemic, political upheaval, and military occupation of
UN troops considered by some to be a threat against their sovereignty. Meet with Haitian human rights activists and social movements. Contact Lisa Sullivan, LSullivan@soaw.org

Visit SOAW.org/delegations
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M.E.Ch.A. and SOA Watch Continued from Page 1
endorsement of the SOA Watch.
On May 31st the national body
voted unanimously to contribute
to and participate within the
SOA Watch movement.

ment. With this energy, Mechistas came from all over the nation
to Columbus, GA with the goal
to build community and educate
and share our vision for nuestro
movimiento. On Saturday during
Although summer break was fast the Vigil weekend, Mechistas
approaching, many Mechistas
from the University of Wisbegan to plan and fundraise to
consin-Madison articulated the
attend the 2010 November Vigil. ideology and concerns of many
By October, twelve chapters
of the young folks of color and
were hosting
students in attenfundraising
Coming
“This past Vigil seemed dance.
events and
to Columbus for
workshops on to buzz with more energy many is a fun,
topics such as
exciting time
than ever felt before
U.S. foreign
to meet with
with more students,
policy and
friends, attend
using student
workshops, and
young workers, and
and public rabuildpeople of color gathering continue
dio to educate
ing community.
together at the gates
the community
For many others,
about the SOA
especially young
of Fort Benning.”
Watch. During
people of color,
this work,
Columbus is a
one point became very clear in
new battleground in which we
the months leading up to the
fight for our history, the lives
November Vigil- we do not wish and well-being of our companerto participate in a passive move- os and family, and a place where

MEChA organizer Stephania Shanks

we can actively stand against a
corrupt, racist, and increasingly
belligerent government.
This past Vigil seemed to buzz
with more energy than ever
felt before with more students,
young workers, and people of
color gathering together at the
gates of Ft. Benning. So many
people within the SOA Watch
movement and in our global
community hold a strong desire
for something beyond empty
words and promises like “peace”
and “justice” that the U.S. government hides behind. We hope
to use this desire to continue
to build the SOA Watch family. We are closer than ever to
shutting down the School of the
Americas and with the renewed
sense of exuberance, purpose,
and drive this collective goal is
within our grasp.
_________________________________

Based in Richmond, CA, Stephania
is a youth organizer and prisoner’s
rights educator. As an activist trained
and educated at
the Evergreen
State College, she
first developed
a passion for
popular education
and criminology
while working and
co-learning with incarcerated youth in
Centralia, WA. She
has her degree in
Political Economy
with a focus on the
Prison-Industrial
Complex and is
currently an intern
at HEPPAC (HIV
Education and Prevention Project of
Alameda County)
serving marginalized communities
in the Bay area by
helping increase
participation in
preventative care.

Stay connected...

Visit SOAW.org to sign up for the SOA Watch email list and to join
SOA Watch on

and

While we agree that “Social media can’t provide what social change
has always required” as noted by Malcolm Gladwell in his article
“Why the revolution will not be tweeted” and also believe that “The
way forward will not be through the mediation of the screen” as
Micah White correctly pointed out in his Adbusters article “Rejecting
Clicktivism,” we can use YouTube, facebook and twitter as additional
avenues to get the word out and to reach people.
Social media can play a role in mobilizing but it can’t replace organizing. To learn more about creating egalitarian structures, building community and developing allies, organizing actions, holding meetings,
speaking publicly and fundraising, visit SOAW.org/organize

www.SOAW.org/presente

SOA Watch Vigil Persists Despite Heavy
Infiltration and Intimidation by Authorities
Continued from Page 7

Astronomical Bonds and
Fines, State Charges Still
Pending
Following Saturday’s arrests, an
usual Sunday arraignment and
trial was held at the Columbus
Recorders Court for the 22 arrested. All but one of those arrested
were found guilty.
“The city, county and state made
very clear they wanted to send a
message to the SOA Watch movement that they didn’t want civil
disobedience on the city side and
the state side,” said lawyer Bill
Quigley. “They put astronomical bonds on those arrested for
misdemeanors. The usual bond in
Columbus, Georgia for misdemeanor is $400, and there were a
number of SOA Watch people who
received $4,000 bonds.”
Among the 21 convicted were the
journalists and local resident Curtis DeMarco Thornton. The charges included picketing, unlawful
assembly, failure to disperse and
parading without a permit. Total
bail and fines amounted to tens of
thousands of dollars, not including further pending state charges
and fees.

“I think [the arrests and stiff
prosecution] speak to the power
of puppets to excite peoples’
imaginations, to speak truth in
a way that words don’t,” said
puppetista Lisa McLeod, when
asked why she might have been
targeted.
The outpouring of support for
the arrestees and the movement
was tremendous. Supporters from
around the country sent in loans
and donations to ensure that all
the prisoners would get bailed out
of jail within hours of the judge’s
sentencing.

Four Human Rights Activists Serve Six Months
Since 1983 the SOA Watch movement has grown significantly.
Despite government infiltration
and increased intimidation from
authorities, Father Roy Bourgeois
has stayed positive about the
movement.
“Whenever they gave harsh
sentences and stiff fines it brought
more people into the movement,” reflected Father Roy. “I’m
convinced that this injustice, this

Photos by Linda Panetta and Tom Bottolene
For more photos from the 2010 November Vigil, visit www.SOAW.org/photos

meanness and harshness—it will
bear fruit.”
From the first actions on the base
to the gathering’s 20th anniversary this past November, civil
disobedience continues to be the
backbone of the movement. Four
people crossed onto the military
base this year and have began
their jail sentences at the local
Muscogee County Jail, awaiting
transfer into the federal prison
system.
___________________________
Tamar Sharabi is an environmental
engineer and independent journalist.
Since her first visit to the SOA Watch vigil
in 2006, she has been trying to connect
small scale sustainable engineering projects with human rights empowerment.
She lived in
Honduras for
two years and
covered the
June 2009
coup as a
multimedia
journalist and
continues to
work on an
independent
film on the
subject.
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Interview with Rina Bertaccini
brutal tactics that the civil military dictatorships of the 1970s employed to impose
this economic model. Thirty thousand
people disappeared as a result, and that’s
a monstrous sum!
So to conclude, the foreign policy of the
U.S. is working against our people. There
is a hefty social cost, inflicted by the U.S.,
that is still being paid.

What do you think about the
growth of the military bases?

decide, they can swiftly move personnel
and equipment around to invade any of
our countries. It’s a concrete threat that
hangs over our heads.
To give you a sense of what this threat
means, in less than 6 hours, they can get
into any of the modern galaxy airplanes
by loading it up with all they need; arms,
equipment, munitions, military personnel,
etc and they can create a scenario that appears to be an invasion. This is not to say
that tomorrow an invasion will occur, but
one must be cognizant of this reality as
this strategy is core to the Bush “preventative war” doctrine now being implemented by the Obama administration.

R: I believe that the U.S. has never
removed itself from its large and small
military bases that it has on the continent.
This is what must be
stated first, because
“the foreign policy of Is there a new scenow there’s lots of talk
nario?
the U.S. is working
of the seven bases in
Colombia, and that’s
against our people. R:I believe that they are remilitarizing the continent,
fine. But the U.S. was
There is a hefty
in some cases in new ways.
already in those bases
due to “Plan Colomsocial cost, inflicted I think that the way in
the coup was carried
bia”.What occurs now
by the U.S., that is which
out in Honduras should
is that they’ve ratified
still being paid.”
wake us all up to this rean agreement, worse
militarization because it
than the former, and
was very symbolic. They
that amongst the bases
took Zelaya out of his house, then to
that the U.S. occupies today, though they
Palmerola, and from there, outside of the
say they’re Colombian, there is one base
in particular that is the focus of our preoc- country. Zelaya had been moving forward
cupation. That’s the Palanquero base
to participate in a process of integration
because this base has one of the longest
such as ALBA, or at the very least that
landing strips on the continent and these
was his intention. Unfortunately the U.S.
are linked to other landing strips. The
will not tolerate such actions, because if
U.S. no longer wishes to construct its
ALBA grows, then their misdeeds will be
own bases with a sign that says “U.S. of
exposed to the people.
A.” where it concentrates thousands of
its own soldiers. Rather, they still want to What challenges does
have the very same presence but through
the Latin American
these strategically distributed bases with
movement face in
extensive landing strip capacities.
regards to these types
With a U.S. presence at four or five bases,
there could be a similar situation as to
that in Palmerola, because of its expanse,
or Palanquero, Mariscal Estigarriba in
Paraguay. There’s also Ascension island
in the Atlantic and the Malvinas military
base, which is politically and militarily
occupied by Great Britain, even though it
is a NATO base. The problem with this
is that at any moment that the occupiers

of problems?
R:The great challenge
that we have now is to
fight against these bases,
against re-militarization.
We must realize that there
are alternatives which
will allow us to counter
this militarization, based

Continued from Page 3
on processes of integration. Although the
Argentine government has many internal
contradictions, it’s ministry of defense is
promoting the creation and consolidation
of the South American Defense council.
Such a council would search for ways
that our countries can have a policy of
defense that would not be dictated by the
Pentagon. Although this council would
probably be anathema to the US government, if South American countries move
forward in this direction together, our
struggle will be that much more powerful.
________________________________
Interview by Pablo Ruiz, a Chilean human rights
activist and journalist who lives in Santiago,
Chile. During the 1990’s he worked in Chile with
the Committee Against Impunity, seeking to
bring to trial military who had committed human
rights abuses during the dictatorship of General
Pinochet. In 1999 he joined the Kamarikun Human
Rights Committee and in 2002 became a member
of the Human Rights Education Team of the
Chilean branch of Amnesty International.
Pablo’s focus on the SOA began in 2000 when
he spearheaded efforts of Kamarikun to seek the
withdrawal of Chile from the SOA. He organized
the visit of the SOA
Watch delegations
to Chile, and joined
several SOA Watch
delegations to
Colombia, Panamá
and Ecuador. Currently, Pablo works
as the SOA Watch
Latin America
Communications
Coordinator.

www.SOAW.org/presente

Book by Hector Aristizábal and Diane Lefer

The
Blessing Next to the Wound
Hector Aristizábal grew up in the barrios of Medellin, Colombia, where he and his
siblings had to use all their wit, wiles, and wherewithal to survive poverty, the everpresent allure of cheap drugs and very dangerous money, and the endemic violence
from leftwing guerrillas, rightwing death squads, cocaine
cartels, and the armed power
of the State. As a young actor
and psychology student, Hector was seized by the military,
held in secret, and tortured.
He survived and went on to
find meaning in his ordeal as
he channeled his desire for
revenge into nonviolent activism both in his homeland and
during decades of exile in the
United States.
While challenging the Statesponsored causes of much
suffering in the world, Hector reached out to some of
society’s most marginalized—
at-risk and incarcerated
youth, immigrants, and many
others—using his theatrical
skills and psychotherapeutic
training to help people shape
their own stories and identities. He sought to understand
his own identity as well as
that of one brother who was a
revolutionary and another who was gay—and how his belief in personal integrity and
political freedom might square with the realities of a country under the yoke of toxic
ideologies. Hector was forced finally to examine his own motivations and commitments, and begin to heal his own gaping wounds.
Shockingly honest, heartbreaking, and vibrantly told, The Blessing Next to the Wound
is a passionate and evocative memoir that, amid enormous suffering and loss, is a fullthroated affirmation of life.

Donate $100 to SOA Watch
and receive this book as a gift

You can send a check to:

or donate online at:

SOA Watch
PO Box 4566
Washington, DC 20017

www.SOAW.org/donate
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Mobilize your community

Invite an SOA Watch Speaker

Hosting a speaker is a great way to educate and activate students and community
members in your area. If you would like to host a speaker, please contact them with
your interest.
For each speaking event, we ask event organizers to:
•
•
•
•

Provide venue arrangements (time, location, and equipment for the event)
Provide hospitality, incl. food, transportation (and lodging if needed)
Publicize events within your community and to the local media
Provide honorarium and travel expenses for the speaker. Some groups can provide more support than others. Seeking co-sponsors (e.g. among campus departments or groups) helps to share the costs and responsibilities of an event.

For speaker bios and contact information, call 202-234-3440 or visit

www.SOAW.org/take-action/speaking-tours

Father Roy Bourgeois’ Speaking Tour:

Hear Father Roy speak from personal experience why the SOA/ WHINSEC has to be
shut down and about the urgency to push back U.S. militarization in the Americas.
Father Roy has spent over four years in US federal prisons for nonviolent protests
against the training of Latin American soldiers at Ft. Benning, Georgia.

Upcoming events with Father Roy:
March 10-12:

Seattle, WA
Contact: (206)-632-1523
April 3-12:
Washington, DC
April Days of Action (Fast, Direct Action, LASC5)
Contact: (202)-234-3440
May 1-8: Delegation to Honduras and Nicaragua
May 15-17:
Philadelphia, PA
Contact: (215)-242-4567
May 23-27:
Maryknoll, NY Annual Meeting
To set up an event with Fr. Roy, call 706-682-5369.

